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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT, March 21, 2021 

Servants and slaves of all 

 
(P: pastor;  C: congregation) 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God 

who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: The Lord is near to those who call on him. C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

HYMN: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” LBW 107    (Text: Public domain)  

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land, 

A home within a wilderness, A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat And burdens of the day. 

Upon the cross of Jesus, My eye at times can see 

The very dying form of one Who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, Two wonders I confess; 

The wonder of his glorious love And my unworthiness. 

I take, O cross, your shadow For my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than The sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, To know no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, My glory all, the cross. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be 

governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen 

  



FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 31:31-34, A new covenant written on the heart 

 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 5:1-10, Through suffering Christ saves 

 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to 

offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset 

with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the 

people. 4And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

 5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 

him, 

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 

 6as he says also in another place, 

 “You are a priest forever, 

  after the order of Melchizedek.” 
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him 

who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 

to all who obey him, 10being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

LENTEN VERSE 

 
  Re  - turn     to the Lord, your God,           for he   is gra - cious and 

 
  mer -  ci  -  ful,        slow        to  an  -  ger,     and       a-bound-ing in 

 

         stead - fast     love,    and a-bound  -  ing  in   stead - fast      love. 

  



GOSPEL: Mark 10:32-45, Passion prediction, then confusion and clarification concerning the kingdom 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter.  C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were 

amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to 

happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 

chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And 

they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to 

do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37And they 

said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, 

“You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 

baptism with which I am baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup 

that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at 

my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41And when 

the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And Jesus called them to him and said to them, 

“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

SERMON 

HYMN: “Love Consecrates the Humblest Act” LBW 122  (Text: Public domain) 

Love consecrates the humblest act And haloes mercy’s deed; 

It sheds a benediction sweet And hallows human needs. 

When in the shadow of the cross Christ knelt and washed the feet 

Of his disciples, he gave us A sign of love complete. 

Love serves and willing stoops to serve; What Christ in love so true 

Has freely done for one and all, Let us now gladly do! 

PRAYERS 

Prayers and intercessions are said by the pastor.  In concluding the prayers the pastor says: 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen 

  



DISMISSAL HYMN: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LBW 301  (Text: Public domain) 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain Flows to you, to me, to all, 

In a full perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died. 

Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; Those who drink shall thirst no more. 

Those who drink shall live forever; ‘Tis a soul renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never Break his covenant of blood, 

Signed when our redeemer died, Sealed when he was glorified. 

 

 

 

 

 

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in their faith.  To inquire 

about our sermons and/or the resources used to produce them please contact us through our church office.  To 

God be the glory!  

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year B, 2012.  Copyright © 2011 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L. 
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For those who wish to remain, Holy Communion follows the 

Dismissal Hymn. 
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