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Another Trip Around the Son!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” He was in the beginning with God.” All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. * In him was life,
and the life was the light of men.” The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1-5 ESV)

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”* So the Pharisees said to him, "You are bearing witness about yourself: your testimony is not
true."" Jesus answered, "Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from
and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. ” You judge according to the
flesh; I judge no one.'® Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father
who sent me. (John. 8:12-16 ESV)

I wonder how many years the wise men waited in anticipation for Jesus. I wonder how long their trip to meet
the savior of the world and the preparations proceeding this trip took. How about the years that followed their meeting
God in the flesh? Did any of them live long enough to hear about Jesus’ crucifixion, His rising from the dead, the
meaning of these events, or the impact these events would have on the world?

We don’t know a lot about the wise men. We don’t even necessarily know how many of them arrived to meet
Jesus, most likely around a year after His birth. What we do know is that they were following far more than a star or
waiting simply for a specific date the calendar. All of the events of Christmas, all of the events of the Old and New
Testament of scripture, indeed the very existence of the world and our salvation revolves around the Son of God. He
gives life, and hope and meaning to it all. The same is true for us.

Often, we get fixated on certain points on the calendar. We treat New Years as the time for making changes in
our lives, Christmas as the date for celebrating the birth of our Savior, Easter as the date for celebrating the death and
resurrection of Jesus. The rest of the year most of our anticipation tends to center around other dates: when we will
graduate, get married, have children, retire, etc. With each trip around the sun, the dates we are waiting for and anni-
versaries we look back on pile up. Some are joyful. Some are painful or filled with a variety of other emotions. Some
things can even get a little repetitive. Yet while these fixed points may serve as important reminders for celebration
and contemplation, it is not just isolated events, but our every moment that revolves around the Son. You don’t only
check in with your spouse on your anniversary, or work on your marriage for a few days at the start of each new year.
The skills you have been given and worked on don’t only matter at graduation or the last day on the job. At least, |
hope not.

Every day is a day for learning and growth. Every day, no matter how difficult, is a day for rejoicing, when
Christ and what he as done for us is at the center of it. Jesus is the difference between day and night, light and dark-
ness, life and death. He shines a light on our Heavenly Father, and the Heavenly Father shines a light upon Jesus, so
that we can have an everlasting relationship with God. As we continue to live each day revolving around the Son, Je-
sus also shines a light on our path ahead and on us. As we reflect the Lord’s light, God’s Word reminds each of us,
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a bas-
ket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:14-16 ESV)

Whatever your journey has been up until now, whatever your journey ahead may be, and whatever part of
God’s plan you may have the privilege of Him reveling to you in the months ahead, I pray the Light of Christ fill your
every moment, as you revolve around the Son.

In Christ
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January

Karen Martinsen January 3
Jon Dunlap January 13
Ken Kehe January 25

Please call the office at (219) 462-
7684 to add a birthday to our list.

What is Advent without Advent suppers? Thanks to all
who joined in for our suppers prior to Evening Prayer.

ITIS WINTER IN INDIANA ..
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Train in Donna Cawby’s memory
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Greening up for Christmas time!
Fun, food and fellowship at Faith.
Our Children’s Christmas Program
held on December 8, was followed
by our annual Christmas Greening
which included crafts, carols and
lunch.
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A big thank you to Sean Allwardt, Dave Allwardt
and Ken Kehe for the railing on the new steps at
the VCA entrance!

BREW CREW AND MICRO BREW
GROUPS

All are welcome to join!
Brew Crew will meet on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 8 and January 22 at 6:00pm at church.

Micro Brew will meet on Mondays, January
13 and January 27 at 2:00pm at church.

We hope to see you!
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FAITH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Second Sunday after Christmas Day, January 5, 9:00am Holy Communion
Baptism of Our Lord, January 12, 9:00am Holy Communion
Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 19, 9:00am Word & Prayer
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 26, 9:00am Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 2, 9:00am Holy Communion
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 9, 9:00am Word & Prayer
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 16, 9:00am Holy Communion
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany, February 23, 9:00am Word & Prayer
Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 2, 9:00am Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday, March 5, 7:00pm Holy Communion
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